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Green Bay Area Public School District

May 20, 2019

Photo caption: Green Bay Packers President Mark Murphy and Director of Community Outreach Cathy Dworak visited
the renovated Webster Elementary Library Media Center along with Superintendent Dr. Michelle Langenfeld in April. The
library renovations across the District are thanks to the generosity of the Packers organization. 

School Board Elections
Congratulations to Kristina Shelton, Eric Vanden Heuvel and Brenda Warren, who were elected on April 2nd to serve a
3-year term on the School Board.
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Kristina Shelton has been on the Board of Education since August 2018.
Kristina currently works as a Field Manager for Action for Healthy Kids, a national
non-profit that works to mobilize school professionals, families and communities
to take actions that lead to healthy eating, physical activity and healthier schools.

A certified health education specialist with a background in health promotion, she
has a Master's Degree in health promotion management from Marymount
University and a Bachelor's Degree in kinesiology with a concentration in physical
and health education from Penn State University.

She and her husband Jon have two children attending Aldo Leopold Community
School. As a Registered Yoga Teacher, Kristina enjoys practicing and teaching
yoga, running, and spending time outdoors with her family and friends. 

Eric Vanden Heuvel was elected to the School Board in April of 2019. He has 
dedicated his professional career to youth development, working as a classroom 
teacher and elementary principal from 2007-2014. Since 2014, Eric has been 
working at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Green Bay as Chief Academic 
Officer.

He has served as an Afterschool Ambassador for the Afterschool Alliance, as a 
White Riley Peterson Policy Fellow, and continues to work closely with 
colleagues from the Wisconsin Afterschool Network to advance out-of-school 
time opportunities for children and young adults across the state.

Eric has a Bachelor's Degree in Elementary
Education from UW-Green Bay and a Master's Degree in Educational Leadership 
from Concordia University. Personally, he and his wife, Jess, have two elementary 
aged children who attend Green Bay Area Public Schools.

Brenda Warren has been on the Board of Education since April 2004. She and
her husband John have three adult sons (two graduated from East High and one
from John Dewey Academy of Learning).

Brenda was a pediatrician in Green Bay from 1989-1996 before "retiring" to
become a stay-at-home mom. She was a very active parent at Webster,
Washington, East and John Dewey serving in multiple parent leadership roles.

She currently serves on the Community Advisory Board for the Medical College
of Wisconsin-Green Bay and on the Greater Green Bay Community Foundation
board. She also recently earned a Ph.D. in education leadership from Cardinal
Stritch University. 

New Student Registration for 2019-20
New student registration for 2019-20 is open! Register now if you are: 

-New to the Green Bay Area Public School District (GBAPS)
-Re-enrolling a former student
-A current GBAPS family with a new student

You can save time by registering online at gbaps.org/registration. If you don’t have internet access at home, you may
register online at any school building or the District Office Building located at 200 S. Broadway in Green Bay, 54303. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RyQPhCuQLowfWCxm9rcXsQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRew9uwP0RDaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ2JhcHMub3JnL291cl9kaXN0cmljdC9kZXBhcnRtZW50cy9jZW50cmFsX3JlZ2lzdHJhdGlvblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAAAwqOJcm0vzi1ITcmhvZGVsaWx5QGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
https://maps.google.com/?q=200+S.+Broadway&entry=gmail&source=g
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Please contact Central Registration at (920) 448-
2001 with questions. The Central Registration
Office is open year-round, Monday - Friday from 7
a.m. - 5 p.m.

This Week in Pictures

Each week the District shares a "This Week in Pictures" video through Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. Here is last
week's video. Featured schools include: Aldo, Chappell, Danz, East, Elmore, Fort Howard, Froebel, Head Start,
Jefferson, Kennedy, MacArthur, Martin, McAuliffe, Nicolet, Preble, Red Smith, Southwest, Tank, Washington and West.
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Superintendent's Corner

On April 24, 2019, several members of my staff, Board Trustee Laura McCoy
and I testified at the Joint Finance Committee hearing held at the University
of Wisconsin-Green Bay. We were joined by many area school districts,
parents and community members who also spoke to the need for additional
public education funding. 

In our testimony, we focused on three particular areas of funding: special
education, English Learners and mental health. Some of the points shared
with legislators were: 

• The bipartisan Blue Ribbon Commission was afforded the opportunity to
hear from national experts who assessed and provided input on how the
state of Wisconsin funds its schools. The reimbursement rate of 8% for
English Learners was called out as “pitiful” and the lowest rate in the nation.
The reimbursement rate for special education is not far behind at
approximately 25%. This has resulted in Districts across the state
transferring $1 billion dollars from the general revenues to fund special
education services. In Green Bay, the transfer of funds was more than $30
million dollars, resulting in resources intended for all students to be diverted
to cover this gap in resources.

• In addition to decreasing special education resources, we are now
supporting two (2) separate school systems in Green Bay. Since 2015 -16

with the creation of the Special Needs Scholarship (SNS) Program, state aid is now being diverted to private school
students where they are not required to follow a student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) or have a licensed IEP teacher
on staff.

• The Green Bay Area Public School District educates approximately 4,500 English Learners, which is about 22% of the
District’s total enrollment. To look at that number a little differently, about 90% of the public school districts in the state
of Wisconsin do not even have a total student enrollment of 4,500 students.

• The past 24 years has seen the bilingual -bicultural program reimbursement rate decline. In 1995, the reimbursement
rate was 32% and in 2018 it was 8.1%.

While there were many individuals who spoke in favor of the increased funding for public education in Governor Evers'
budget proposal, the Joint Finance Committee voted along party lines to remove key provisions of Governor Tony Evers’
budget proposal on Thursday, May 9.  

According to the Wisconsin School Board Association, this vote effectively eliminates the possibility of Wisconsin
public schools receiving the $1.4 billion funding increase proposed by Governor Evers. In addition, it was noted that key
members of the Joint Finance Committee have shared that they are only interested in providing inflationary-level
increases for public schools. 

The District will monitor the actions in Madison, and continue to advocate for the much needed funding to address the
increasing needs of our students. 

You can read everyone’s full testimony at https://gbaps.org/our_district/2019_legislative_session.

Thank you, 

Dr. Michelle S. Langenfeld

Superintendent of Schools & Learning

2019 Graduation Dates
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Congratulations to the Class of 2019! Friends and family members
are welcome to celebrate the students at their graduation
ceremonies:

May 30 - Minoka-Hill, 6:00 p.m. at East High School

June 2 - East High School, 12:00 p.m. at Kress Events Center

June 2 - Southwest High School, 3:30 p.m. at Kress Events
Center

June 2 - West High School, 7:00 p.m. at Kress Events Center

June 5 - Preble High School, 7:00 p.m. at Resch Center

June 6 - John Dewey Academy of Learning, 5:00 p.m. at
Backstage at the Meyer Theater

Last Day of School 2018-19

On Friday, March 15, the District closed schools due to flooding
in areas of Brown County, which caused unsafe walking and
traveling conditions for students and staff. The District will make
up the missed day by extending the school year. The last day of
school for elementary, middle and high school students will now
be Monday, June 10, 2019. Students in 4K and Head Start do
not attend school on Fridays and will not need to make up the
day. The last day for 4K and Head Start students will remain the
same. 

If additional make-up time is required due to inclement weather,
the District may extend the school year to June 11th.

Celebrating Our Values: Excellence, Equity, Engagement 
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Engagement: Thanks to Green Bay Garden Blitz & Cellcom, garden boxes, soil and garden supplies were
delivered to many of our schools in early May. We are grateful to these community partners for giving our
students the opportunity to learn about healthy food, agriculture and sustainable growing systems.
Pictured is part of the Garden Blitz group from Nicolet Elementary. 
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Equity: The Green Bay Northeast Lions Club hosted a free Scholastic Book Fair for students at Howe
Elementary. Every student had the opportunity to take a book home. For 20 years, the Lions Club has
hosted book fairs at many District elementary schools, and donated over $50,000 in books to local
children.
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Excellence: Christy Gresens (pictured with award) of Preble High School was named a WIXX/Marian
University of Wisconsin Teacher of the Month in April. 

High School Culinary Challenge 

May 22, 2019

Preble's Culinary team is competing against Pulaski in Restaurant Week's 2019 Culinary Challenge on May 22 from 5
p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Rock Garden, 1951 Bond Street. Try the cuisine and pick your favorite! Teams compete in front of
expert judges for a People's Choice Award. Ticket and event information here.

Sensory Friendly Night 

May 30, 2019

A free event designed specifically for children with different abilities and their families on Thursday, May 30 from 4 p.m.
- 6 p.m. at The Children's Museum of Green Bay, 1230 Bay Beach Road. The museum will be closed to the general
public to avoid large crowds. More details here.

Diversity Leadership Institute

June 23 - 28, 2019

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 
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Participants will be provided with practical skills, tools and strategies for addressing complex and challenging issues
related to diversity, power, privilege, leadership and more. Learn more. 

Preschool Story Time

Now through May 2019

Green Bay area families with children ages four and under are invited to attend any and all Preschool Story Time hours
in the District. You are never too young to experience the joy of books! Parents, grandparents and daycare providers
are welcome to bring their little ones to listen to a story, as well as enjoy crafts, songs, rhymes and other activities that
focus around early literacy skills. Age appropriate books will also be available for checkout. Plan your story time visit
today.   

Smart Cow Yogurt Bar Fundraisers

2018-19

Please consider visiting Smart Cow Yogurt Bar this school year to support our schools. Opportunities to support
schools at the West Green Bay location. Opportunities to support schools at the East Green Bay location.

It is the policy of the Green Bay Area Public School District to be a nondiscriminatory on the basis of sex; race; religion;
national origin; ancestry; creed; pregnancy; marital or parental status; sexual orientation; or physical, mental emotional or

learning disability in their education programs and activities and also employment practices. Direct inquiries to Equity Office,
Green Bay Area Public Schools, PO Box 23387, Green Bay, WI  54304, 920-272-7611.

If you wish to unsubscribe to GBAPS Connects, click  here. Please know that choosing to unsubscribe may result in
not receiving future automated calls or emails from the District or school regarding inclement weather days or a potential

emergency situation.

200 S. Broadway, Green Bay, WI  54303

920-448-2000

gbaps.org
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Green Bay School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact
Green Bay School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link
and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through
voice, SMS text, email, and socia l media.
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